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GENTLEMEN, 


he very honourable ", unanimous , an! 


repeated marks of eſteem, you conferr'd 
on me, by committing to my truſt your liber- 
ty , ſafety , property, and all thoſe glorious 
privileges, which are your birth- right as English- 
men, entitle you to my warmeſt thanks, and 
to the higheſt tribute of gratitude my heart 


can pay. Yet in the peculiar circumſtances of my 


caſe I think that J ought not at preſent to reſt con- 
tented with thanking you. I have always found 
a true pleaſure in ſubmitting to you my parlia- 
' mentary conduct. It is now more particularly my 


duty, and hwen I reflect on the real i importance 


and intereſting nature of thoſe great events, in 
which, as your repreſentative, I havebeen more 
6 mmediately concern'd, I am exceedingly anxious 
not barely to juſtify myſelf, but to obtain the ſanc- 
eee approbation. It has ever been my an- 
bition to approve myſelf worthy of the choice you 


have more than once made of me as your deputy to 


A 1) 


— > — — — . 


(04) 

5 ks cbithictl of the bon; with an nan finds 
equally' honourable and indearing The conſ- 
ciouſneſs of having faĩthfully diſchargd my truſt, 
of having acted an upright and ſtes Jy part in Par- 
liament;; as well ag in the moſtarduous circum- 
" ſtances; makes me dare to hope, that you vilf con- 


tinue to me hat I moſt value, the good opin 


. andfriendship of! wy: worthy:conſtituents. Having 


the happineſs of bei ing born in # Eounery , where 


the name of vaſſal is utiknowh, where" Mae 
Culn r is the inheritance ofithis ſubject I have 
endeavour d to ſupport and merit thoſe privileges, 
to which my birth gave me the cleareſt right. Se- 


cure as lam of fully juſtifyiag my conduct, cou'd I 
perſuade myſelf, chat] have acted up to the ſacred 


ideas of liberty; which: wartaithe -hearts:, and 


' Inſpire the actions of my countrymen," I shou d 


not, under all the variety of the enen 


cruel perſecutions, be quite unhappy. 


1 publie”, „the other of a private nature. The 


The various charges brought” pi: me 
may be reduc'd'to; two heads: The one is of 


firſt is grounded on the political paper of the 


Worth Briton , no. 4 : the other reſpects a ſmall 


patt of 2 ludicrous poem, vhich was ſtolen out 
of my houſe. The two accuſations are only ſo far 
1 bene that I am convinced: there is not a 


* 


fly 


11 


man in England; who believes chat if the firſt had 
not appeartd;, the /econd Wert ever haue been 
u in gungen AA DIOW. nl .& AY E a 
02 


ii eee hoy ads goons” 
111 & 2 
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The Majority i inthe Houſe. f Commons on as | 


25 ch of November. 1763, Reſolved, 1 hat the Pas 
per, intituled, Tnx Norte Bairow, 02: 4513.25 
FarSE, eee, SsDrrious LissI , can 
taining Expreſſions of the maſt unex ampled, Inſo- 
lence aud Contumely towards his Majeſty, tho grall at 
Aſperſrons upon both Houſes of Panliament, and the 
moſt, audacious Defiance of the Authority of the 
whole Legiſlature , and moſt manifeſtly. tending. 


to alienate the Affectious of the, People, from iis 
Majeſty, to withdraw them from their Obedience 


to the Laws of the Realm „and to excite them to 


traiterous Inſurrefions againſi His Maj eſtys Go- 


vernment. Theſe ate the words of the Reſolution, 


1 mean to examine, them % ith ſome. accuracy. 
The firſt charge. i is, that The Noxth Brizon, na. 
455 is2 Farss Libel. The, Rejolution was moyidby. 
Lord North; yet in a tedious ſpeech, he did por 


attempt to diſpute the vt racity of any obe. p 


graph i in the whole paper. I Vas in my place u- 
ring that debate, and took notice ta the Houſe 
that his Lordship had nat ſaid a ord to prove 
the FarsTr of any one ſentence, but I ;cou'd 
obtain no ſatisfaction, nat even a reply On har 
: headf On my trial before Lord Mansfield, the 
S word FALSE: Was omitted in the inditmenr , S 
4 becauſe ETſuppoſe the Court of, King 5 Bench, knew. 
that Iwow'dprove publickly.ov oath in that court » 
by che higheſt authorities, that evexꝝx word in it 
was TRUE, The word ras is not to be found 


among the various epithets applied to this 
A 11 | 


bet 1 2 9 3. 


= | | . 
Paper in elne of the Watrints ded 57 
Lord Halifax. I am bold to declare , „upon the 
moſt care full pertifal of chisPaper, that there is not 
amy one particular advance d, vhich js not founded 
on fact; anch chat every line im it is ſtrictly and 
ferupulouſly conformable to ryuth. I will nöt 
compliment the preſent profligate "Majority iy 
che Houſe of Commons ſo fat 4 ro ſay, they were 
fo well inform · dʒ that they Knew the exact truth 
of every aſſertion in that Paper. One particular 
howe ver came within their knowledge, Vafffe 
means by which it is hinted that the EMriüs 
APPROBATION OF PARLIAMENT / even of che Pre- 
liminary Artirles of the late inglorious Peace — 
Was obtain d and the previous ſtep to the obtai- 
Ping that\EnT:izs xtyx08ATION!, the large debt 
+, eantraftedonebe Civil Lift. They knew this aſſer- 
tion was extremely rab; and I am as ready to 
don chat it was extremely ScaxparoS. * 
The ſecond charge of Scaxpazovs muſt then be 
Alis it's full extent, til}kceeping i in our view 
thativis anuH But to whois it SEAanD aroustTo 
the Majority," ho have tatrific* dtheintereſts of 
the nation bygiving the ENT IRE avProOBAriON of 
Parra of which ſo much parade is made 
in the Speech qt a at, Which bught to five 
been Hollow / d by an impexchmentZT6 the Mi- 
niſter . who made the late ignominious Peare; 
and in the very lirſt year of it mposd on us ani 
intole table Ewoiſe-· To the Worst of vipets in ohr 
boſom to the Tories; who have never failed 80 


yi 2 


0 775 
pre his unconſtitutional meaſutes, whd 


bave made us almoſt forget the. infamy of 
e greater ſacrifis 


their anceſtors at Utrecht, by the 
ces of the Peace of Paris. Theſe are che objects 
of ſatire of a Paper, . which deſerved indeed the 
highelt; reſentment of the Majority; becauſe it 
had proclaim'c d. their diſgrace., their ſeandal; 
thro all Europe, It was very: natural for theſe 
men no longer to ſuffer the ſuppoſed author to fit 
among, them, and I shou'd have gloried in my | 
_ expulſion, if it had not diffoly'd a political cons 
nection with my friends at ee : _— 
did me real honour, 

Anather charge is, that the! paper is ast 1 
libel, tending to withdraw the people from ther 
Obe lience to the Laws of the Realm, and to exits. 
them t0.-TRALTEROUS inſurrectiour agdinſt His 
Majeſty s Government. By the firſt Warrant, unz 
der which I was apprehended, The North Brizony 
no. 45. was denominated a TxEaSONaBLE Paper. 
In the ſecond, by v hich 1 was committed to the 
Tower, that Word too was omitted, ſo that the 
greateſt enemies of this paper ſeem to give up it's 
being either Farss or TREASO ABLE. Now the 
charge is varied by the Majority in the Houſe of 
Commons with: all the little quibbling of atrors 
nies. The paper is not TEA SON ABLE, but it tends 
to eoite ruarEAοG inſtrrections. It is remarks- 
ble that the epithet rxarTEROUS is here given to 
inſurraction, as the ſuppoſed confequence of a ſup- 
teſed libel; whereas the Scots by * appear d in 


ä (80 
open rebellion(alatelyas 745 were iu che erk 
Vritings againſt che North Briton, publish'd. 1 


ger che patronage f the Strich Miniſter, auf p 
for by him aus af the publicareaspre , only derm d 
genes, who defeated. regular forcer, Ye & in 
6 no.; urreflion ory kind, eyer did, or: cou 'd, 
9152 rom this publ cation „even int thoſe parts 
e ſo] 25 ſubjected t to all the in- 
Hen anc etuelty of the mo deſp icable 
15 ö ſpecies the mean n petty Exci/ eman. This is 
he ft fzongelt, cale 1 which, can potbbly be pur. The 
e is the moſt abborred! wonſter, 7. which ever 
1 ung From arbitrary power; and the 1 new modes 
of i it is ſpoken e of thro' this p paper a as the greateſt 
8 on, . the 'Tubjed ect ; vet even in this 


4 ob obe ſence to the law, and all Tawfult aus au- 
727 9.5 i s rie enjoin'd, and no o poſi Face 


18 * 


bur 0 is Epnh 9 5 with the laws and the £0 


S wn ES | 


75 2 Contrary 1 1 to 15 7 2 of concord 155 
be deen a fuſtifrabls reſt haute , "warranted by 
Wh it of the E e conſtitution.” ts this'\w#th< 

Fqwing the people "from their oho dionce t ths 
Vw aws If the realm? I: Is Teſt Macs recommended, but 
e only T6'far as it is ſtrictly x LEGaifLet the 
imparts ial | uͤblic determine, Whether this is the 
language of $ED) ox, or can have the leaft ten- 
ng to cite TRALFexouS La n. rot She. 


5 en "cha 3 
Bats NN es 5 T&Y 3 4% Dt” 1 Mots ans 534 
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(9) 
The general charge that The North Brizon y 
50. 45 1/4 LIBEL , learcely deſerves an anſwer, 
becauſe' the term is vague, aid ſtill remains un⸗ 
defin'd by our law: Every man applies it to whis 
he diſlikes. A ſpitited ſatire wilt be deem d alibg 
by a wicked Miniſter, and by a corrupt judge, whs 
feel, or who dread the lasb. In my opinion the,raft= 
keſt libel of modein times is the "falſe and fullome 
Addreſs 0 of the Majority i in this Houſe of Commons 
on.the Preliminary Articles, They ſaid” that, they 
had confider' d them with their beſt attention, they 
expreſs' d the - frougeſt ſentiments of gratitude,they 
gave their heariy applauſe , „they declar d the 
Peace vou 'd be; no og honourable chan Foes: 


9 44 


# vw »v% 


_— £0 © 


body. of the. people judg d better TY and did n not 
| beſitate to give theit r.clear opinion, chat the glo- 
ries of the war were hacrife'd | by an Jug adeq Lt 
and inſecurs P8acs,, which. "cou'd not fail. of 
ſoon; retrieving. the affairs. of Fance. Time has 
already proy'd that. the tion, judg'd right, and 
that, the Pzace is in almolt eve ry; part infamous 
and roten, contrary. to the yain boalt, in the Mis 
viſter's, Speech at the beginning of che ſame et 
ſion, the. utmoſt. care has been ehen to remous 
all occaſions of future diſputes between . 7 - 
Firs and thoſe of France aud Spain, 7 


2 


er add ſecurity and pernianency'to the bleſſngs of 


BD Tio) 


Pgack A declaration not belie vd by rhe natio 
at the time it was made ; and ſinee, from a variery 
of acts, known' not to be fourided on tr The 
| North: Briron did not ſuffer the publie to be miſ- 


led He aeknbuledg'd no privileg d vehicle of 


Fallacy, He conſider'd the liberty of tlie preſs as 
thebulwarkvfall:our liberties, as unſtitated to 


open the eyes of the people; and he ſeems to have 


thought ĩt the duty of a political writer to follow 


truth where ever it leads. In his behalf Iv ou d ask 
even Lord Mansfield, can rnurg be a 118512 


s it ſa in the King's Bench? Tho'it has always 


found a cold and un ellcome reception from his 


Tord slip; tholit has thro life prob d much more 


Bis enemy than his friend,; yet ſurely he has not 
been us d to tret it as a bol. I do not know hat 
che doctrine of the King's Bench wow is, but Tam 


ſurè that it Will be a fatisfactory anſwer to the 


Honeſt part of mankind, who follow the dictates 
of ſoünck ſenſe, hot "the jergon of Law,, not the 
Töurt Rittety” \ ofiyenat Parliaments”, "that The 
Noth Briton „ no. 455, cannot be 4 LIBEL , be- 


_ Eabſ&fr bes not in"any ohe The deyiare from 
"4 SHR: > | ada 6 ＋¹ 2 HOT Tt: 19 : 


i This Unlbrry⸗ paß r Feit faid* Nc 
tain'expreſions'of the moſt une rampled Moleucs 
aud kontumely towards his Majeſty", "mc oft mani- 
Ry renbug 10 alienate the Affe lions f hie 
People Nom His Majeſty , „And by: the hirelihgs 
6f this witli) fry” ir is — ' private'chary't 


ahh 

- mb ae 0s Albdhecbes be EG It is how 
ever moſt certain that not a ſingle word perſu- 
nally diſreſpectfull to his Majeſty is to be fonpd 
in any part of it. On the contrary the ſovereignis 
mention d not only in terms of decency, Hut ir 
that regard and reverence, which is due frum a 
good ſubject to a good Kinga Prince of ſo mi 
great and amiable qualitiet, whom England truly 
reveres-the perſonal character of our prefentiamia» 
ble Sovereign males us eaſy and happy that ſu graut 
a @power is lollged in ſuch hands: Are theſe the e 
preſſons of the moſt unexampled inſblence and run- 
zumely toward his Majeſty, which the Majority 
in this Honſe of Commons have declar'd that 
it contains Are theſe" expreſſions i moſt nant» 

' feſily tending to alienate the Aſfattions df tlie 
People: from His Majeſty: ?: The oMajority®, 
hd cou'd vote this ;*ſeem-;equally; ſuperior 
to any regard for truth, or: modeſt fear of 
detection. The author of that. paper, ſo, far from 
making any perſonal attack on his Sovereign, has 
e yen yindicated him perſonally from ſome of the 
ö late meaſures x which were ſo, ſeverely:cenſur'd 
f by the judicious and unbiaſs'd Publie, He ex- 
Claims with an honeſt indignation , wnat a Shame 
was it to ſee the ſecurity of this country, in point of 

- milizary force, complimented. away 37 CONTRARY 
10 THE OPINION, OF; ROYALTY, 1TSELF, and ſacriſ 
ced to the prejudices, and to the ignorance of a ſet 
ef people, the moſt unfit from every: conſideration 
16 be conſulted fe ae eee 


129 
of2he Houſe of Hanener ? When che Speech. ig 
mention dix hen he various apſurdities, and even 
fallacies of it, are held out to the nation, it is 
ten Wan ee of e " mn: 


*# } 


n e eee on * nation: 4 
ſo tender has he been of the honour of his Prince, 
ſo zealous in his vindication,TheMiniſtes is indeed 
every v here treated with the contempt and in- 
dignation he has merited, but he is ever carefully 
diſtinguish'd from the ſovereign. Every kingdom | 
in the :world has in it's turn found, occaſion, to 
- lament that Princes of. the beſt j intentions haye 
been deceiv d and miſled by wicked and deſigning 
iniſters and Favqurites. It has likewiſe in woſt 
countries been the fate of the few. daring. patriots, 
whohaye honeſtly endeavour d to undeceive their | 
ſovereign: , to feel the heavieſt. marks of his 
difpleaſure. It is however ] think rather. wonders 
full amonges., even in theſe times, that a paper, 
which; contains che molt dutifol expreſſions of 
gegard. to his Majeſty, .hou'd be treated, with | 


>,+ > 


ſuch unuſual fexerity and yet that ſo many other | 
publications of the, ſame date, full of che maſt 
deadly venom, shou'd .paſs totally unregarded. 
Some of theſe, papers contain d the moſt, ↄppro- 
briaus elections on that true patron of liberty 
thelatoKing,whoſe memory.is embalnyd with tho 
tears of :Englighmen, while. bis.;ashes are rudely 
trunipled pon by daher hem e 


653) 
Gute of mercy bad pardom d cle etime vf unpra 
vord rebellion.” Others were full of tlie mot 
indecent abuſe on out gteat Proteſtant Ally, the 
Ning of Prulſgu, 6h che near relation of his pres 
ſent Majeſty, who' Has merited ſo highly /of the 
nation by fixing the crown'in the Houſe of Hal 
nover, on the Mauncheſt friends of freedom the 
City of London, and oi the firſt chiraftersatnong 
us. Vet all thefs papers habe pas d un¹enſut Aby 
Miniſters ; Secretaries, Arid W tw ed) Houſes 
of Parliament. wo Dbopriarrs £644 5) aoirormul 
- here only remains on eber cls hu the 
Worth Bi ton, No 45, contains r grofet aſpers 
font upon both Houfes of Parliament, ani th mo 
audacious de anct bf the Aru T of the uh 
Legiſlature: It is to be lamented tharthe' Nh 
ty of either Houſe of Patliament shot Everly 
the juſt grounck of any Aperſton; or fall into genes 
ral contempt with the people. We have ſce then 
actions, and we kriow the mercenary motives of 
them. When the groſſeft aſpelſibus are complain'd 
of, the qqueſtion is, have they been e A 
they well founded yr 4385 in' vain they tale of theft 
authority. It is departed" from tHetn Authority g 
Which is founded on eſteem and reverence 
and is the confatit attendant only® bf thoſe j 
ho ute believd to be good and virtuous"; 
has long ago left them; but 1. mat n 
PEEP Arg remains. We habe Teen: k 
hät unjuſtiffable lengths ie has bse eg 
tied; aud a man; who: is ash enqugh toimake 


IE 0 . 
i impotent and unavailing attack upon it, *. - 
Loon find himſelf che unpitied victim. All chinkiag 
men are full of apptehenſions at the approach 
of their mecting, and the nation impatiently ex- 
pects the allotted term of reſuming a power they 
have ſoshamefully abus: d, by ſetting aſide-thoſe , 
Vho have ignomipiously betray d t hair truſt, and 
have made the nobleſt blood of our heroes be 
ſpilt almoſt in vain. Under the arbitrary Stuants, 
when, our more than Roman Senates dar'd ita 
bring cru i to the foot of the throne, and made 
the trembling tyrant obey ber, ſacred voice, 
the nation was in love Vith Parliaments, becauſe 
; they were the ſteady friends of liberty, and ne- 
ver met but in favour of the ſubject to redreſs 
real grievances. Now we are alarm d at every ap- 
proaching ſeſſon, becauſe we know that a corrupt 
Majority only aſſemble to make their on terms 
with the Miniſter, to load their fellow ſub jects with 
the maſt partial taxes, in order to pay the amazing 
uumber of uſeleſs places and penſions, created only 
to ptevent their mutiny or deſertion, or to ſurren+ 
det tothe crown thoſe; privileges of Parliament, 
vhich were extorted from farmer prerogatiue priu- 
eos for theſafety of the people, and I fear they meet 
cs forge ſettets lor tnemſelves and their poſterity. 
I baye thus; Gentlemen, gone thrœ all the ob 
Fjectiogs wade againſt, this paper,, which is cer- 
8 inugcent „ perhaps; meritorious, only to 
dhe the extreme injuſtice of the treatment 1 
” Siberiege d „ 4 the, leere author. The 


4 0 1 
| 138 cruel orders were given by the deceasA 5 


| Cecrerary' of ſtate, 10 drag me our of my bed 
op; midnight. A good deal of humanity», and 
ſome shate of timidity prevented the execution 

f of ſuchrruffian-dike commands. I was made” a 
priſoner! in my own houſe by ſeveral of the 
King's meſſengers , who only prodac'd a Gener al 
ara iued without oath, neither naming, nor 
deſcribing me. I therefore refusꝰd to obey a War- 
rant, which I knew to be illegal. Twas however 
by violence carried before the Earls of Egremont 
and Hatifax, who, thought it worth their while 
to ask me a tolerable number of plain queſtions, to 
not one of which I thought it worth my while to 
give a plain anſwer. It is no ſmall ſatisfaction to 
me now to hnow;, that I have not a friend in the 
world, who vishes a ſingle word umſaid by me in 
the critical moment of that examination. I in- 
form'd their Lordships of the orders actually given 
by the Court of Common Pleas for my Habeas 
Corpus, notwithſtanding which I was commit- 
ted to the Tower, the cuſtody of me shifted 
into other hands, and that act ſor the liberty of 
the ſubje ⁊ eluded. Altho' the offenſe of which 

I ſtood xccus d, was undoubtedly bailable, yet 
for three days every perſon was refus'd admittan- 
ce to me, and the Governor was oblig d to treat 

mies in a manner very diffetent from the great hu 
| manity of his nature, for he had teceiv'd'orders 
to comſider me as 1 cloſe priſoner. 1 rejoice thi 
Fean ſay; Ham the 'oply inſlance of ſuch rigourous 


— 


Tre) 
wfettmentfince the accefſion'of the mitt? Houf 
of Brunswick,, altho*the' Tower has twice been 
Crouded even With rebels from the Northern 
parts of the Iſland; and therefore I shall continue 
to regret the w ret ched and cowardly policy, the 
Indecent partiality, and even injuſtice, of con- 
fetring on Scottmen Ari the governinerits of the 
fes, conqueſts not "taihely * given "up by the 
Seortieh” Miniſter, , conqueſts won by che va= 


our. of the united forces of England , Scotland 


5 68 Try £741 


and  Treland.. Yhbile, 1 ſutker; d this harsh con- 
Knemens, Ys my hou houſe. in, Great George Street 
vas plunder d. all my. Papers ere. ſcjz'd., and 
dome gf a,very nice and delicate nature, not bea: 
ring the moſt. diſtant relation to the affairs of 
government were divulg d, as if Adminiſtra- 
tion were derermin'd to shew., that men, who 
had violated _ OT 5 en. ies 
of private bono. 

Jo. e ang * being, 3 before 
a cout of uſtice, I had the grief to find that my 
enemies had preyaildon his Majeſty to sbev me a 
public mark of his diſpleaſure, by ſuperſeding 
me as Colonel of the Regiment of my own coun- 
wy, vithout any complaint againſt me, which, 
cou' not but give tuch a ſtep the very uncoßlli- 
tutional appearance of influencing ot iumd 
ting my judges.” When I wis brought before 
the court ' of Common Pleas," I plesded the 
Auſe of univerſal erty. It was not the cauſe of 


Gy - 

Peers and Gentlemen only, but of all the mid 
22 and inferior claſt of people, ha ſiand maſs 
in need of prorodtion, vhich Lobſeryvd vas an 
that day the great queſtion before the court. 
1-was diſeharg d from impriſonment by the 
unanimous ſentence of my judges-, Without 
giving any bail or ſecurity. On the fitſt. day 
of the meeting of Parliament , 1 humbly ſubmis · 
ted my grievances to the Houſe. of -Commons , as 
they were choſen ta be the guardians: of the li 
berties of the people againſt the deſpotiſm of mi- 
niſte rs. I likewiſe voluntarily enterd my appea- 
rance to the actions brought at law againſt me, as 
ſoon as I knew the determination of the Mujority, 
that all the irregulatities*againft me shou'd be 
Juſtified, and that no privilege $hou'd"beallow'd 
in my caſe, even as to the mode of proceedings, 
awhich was the. moſt -harch. rom Tancour' e 
cou'd deviſmemG. A at 

The firſt charge exhibited: tp me was for 
being the author of che North Briton, Ne 45', 
and: I Was expell'd the Hbuſe of Commons on that 
charge , after a looſe examination at their bar of 
witneſſes without 02th. The judicial proceedings 
againſt n me, as the ſuppoſed author, were however 


drop d d, and I: was afterwards wy” din the King's 
Bench N or the republication e of i it. if the char 
ge againſt me as author, was, juſt, and cou d be 
ſupported on oath 9M Was I 5 ed at er 
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ou'd not be ſupported an oath. why: was /Y-- 
cb] 2 If the republication is a erime, it 
vas publickly committed by the printers: of 
ſeveral, newspapers who ſtill remain unnotie d , 
altho' their names appear to their ſeveral papers. 
This i is ſurely a glaring proof of the greateſt par - 
lity. My perſonal enemy, Lord Mansfield, nos x 
to try both the cauſes againſt me, that he might 
in the moſt daſtardly manner, under the colout 
of law, ; avenge the attack made on thoſe know 
political principes of his, ſo inconſiſtem with the 
glorious Revoluzion,onthe: rooted attachment of 
himſelf and his neareſt relations to the Stuart fa- 
mily „on his partiglity in the ſeat af juſlice, &c. 
&c. which ſeem, to have been favourite topics in 
the North Briton, and other political papers, f 
which his Logdahip amen ron paw to name 


3 


heart, and now the faireſt opportunity of 8 
preſented: itſelf, Having carefully ſtudied. the 


records J and fnding that they, did not inſure. the 
certainty l be wislfd of my convidtion, on the even 


. 


ning pieceeding the trials, he ſent for my ſolicie 5 
for ro His o nos, and deſi r 4 him to conſent 


to the alterations his Lordship propos di in both 
the cauſes , that of the North Briton , no. 45. and 
of the Eſſay on Woman, The Chief "Juice ſunk. 
into the crafty attorney, and made himſelf a par- 
ty againſt the petſon accus d befote him as judge, 

when he ought to have preſumd me innorenr. 


"My: ſolicitor tefus de; and againſt his confeny* 


6459 
2 dy wore there materially alter d by his 
Lordship's expreſs orders, ſo that I was tried 
on two new charges, very different from thoſe 
J had anſwer d. This is, I believe, the moſt 
daring violation of the! rights of Englighnen 3 
which has been committed by any judge ſince 
the time of gefrier; yet this arbitrary Scot- 
tich Chief Juſtics ſtill remains unimpeach d- ex⸗ 
cept in the hearts of the Whole nation,” Several 
of the Jury were by counter-n6tices , epd 
Summoning” Officer", prevented from "atten- 
ding on che day appointed for the #414 Fly "while 
others had not only private notice given them 
of ibe reul day ; but like w ĩſe inſtructibns for 
their behaviour. To crow the Whole, "Lords 
Mansfield in his charge tortur d both the law and 
the fad ſo groſtiy. that the audience v ere Shock -d 
no leſs at the indecency than at the partiality 
er his conduct. I was during all this time very 
dangerouſſ ill with my daughter at Paris 
abſslutely incapable ' of making any 5 1 
defence, and indeed rorally 1 ignorant of "the two. 
new queſtions, on which T was to be tried. SY 
The Majority i n the Hoiſe of Commons had in in 
this interval grown! foi impatient for revenge char 


they wou'd, nat Wait te, ſee, if 1 Shou d beintan+. 
Bled i in the n nice meshes of * curious Mansfield. 
net 3, Which was to be ſpread for me. They voted 
my expulſion, while 1, N confined: to my bed 
at Paris, Ahe I had fent to xheir Speaker be 
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1 amkentic proof of my abſolute rabilty 10 
attend their ſummon: ,and had only defir d a chort 
delay. Humanity pleaded my cauſe in vain. The 
corrupt and canker'd hearts of thoſe men, which 
had been Shat againſt juſtice , were not open to 
pity. They were ſteel'd againſt compaſſion, but 
I am ſure they will feel remorſe. 2 | 

I tow, proceed to the other charge broughs 
againſt me, which reſpects an idle poem, call d 
an EssAr o Won an, and a fe- other detach'd 


; VvVerſes. If fo much had not been Gid on this ſub- 
Jett ,, 1 shou'd be ſuperior to entering upon 


220 juſtification of myſelf, becauſe I will 
E always" maintain the right of private opinion 
0 In it's fulleſt: extent, when it is not fol- 
:Jow'd by giving any open, public offenſe 
to any eſtablishmenr', or indeed to any in- 
| dividual. The crime commences from thenee,, 
3 and the magiſtrate has a right to interpoſe, and 
3 even to punish outrageous and indecent attacks 
5 on w hat any community has decreed to be ſacred, 
Not only the rules of good breeding, but the 
Jaws, of ſociety, are then infring d. In my | 
own. cloſer I had a right to examine, and even 
S to try by the keen edge of ridicule, any opi- 
nions 1 pleas d. If I haye laugh'd pretty free - 
I at che glaring abſurd'ries. of the moſt monſ⸗ 
trous creed, which vas ever attempted to be 

. impoxd on 0 ecredulity of chriſtians. ,,a:creed 

— Mbichourgreat Tillos/on: W$H'D THE Cuuxcn or 
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Euct aD WASFAIRLY ANB Or, it was in nh r 


haugh'd; Iam not the firſt good proteſtant, vo 

has amus d himſelf with the egregious nonſenſe, 
and filly conceits, of that ſtrange , perplex d and 
perplexing, mortal, that ſaint of mote. admirable 
swallow and more happy digeſtion than any of the 
tribe Achanaſtur., I gave however no offence to 
any one individual of the community, The fact j is, 
that after the affair of the Non xn B [TON x the 
government brib'd one of my ſexvants to Neal a 


part of the Esa on Woman ,,and, the other 


pieces, out of my houfe, Not quite a Fourth 


part of the volume had been printed at my own 


private. preſs, The work. had been diſtontinued 


lor ſeveral, months, before I hadi che leaſt know- 
ledge. of the theft. Of tha forthe part only 


twelve copies vere ywork'd off and IL never 


Save one of thoſe copies to- an friend. In 
pw more manner did government get poſ⸗- 


on of chis new ſubject of accuſation , and, 


0 except in the caſę of Algernon Sydney, of this 
ne ſpecies of crime; for a Stars only cou'd 
make the reſinement in tyranny of ramſackł ing and 
| tobbing the receſſes of eloſets and ſtudies ir order 


ite amuſo ment inte ate c crimes, 


5 Aſter the Tapas had been brib'd to commit the 
theft in his maſters bouffe, the moſt abandom dn man 


of the age, who in this virtuous reign had riſen to 
be ſecretary of ſtate, yas brib d to make a com- 


Phan to tnt Howe 2 f Lords ar Thad FUBLISH'D 


4225 * 
an infamous Poem, whichno man there had ever 
ſeen: It was read before that great aſſembly of 
grave lords and pious prelates, excellent judges of 
wit and poetry, and was order'd to lie on the ta- 
ble, for the Clerks of the Houſe to copy, and to 
uBL1SH thro? the nation. The whole of this 
proceeding was Town a public inſult on order and 
decency, but it Was committed by the Houſe | 
_ of Lords, not by the accus'd member of tlie 
Houſe of Commons. The neat , prim, ſmirking 
_ Chaplain of that babe of grace, that gude cheeld | 
of the. prudish kirk of Scotland, the Earl of 
March, was highly offended at my having 
made an eſſay on woman. His nature cou'd not 
forgive me that IE ABI E crime, and his 
on conduct did not afford me the shadow of 
an apology. In great wrath de drew his grey, 
gooſe quill againſt me. The pious peer caught 
the alarm, and they both pour'd forth moſt . 
full lamentations, their tender hearts overwheln'd | 
with grief, or as the Chaplain , who held the | 
pen, aid; With carers or eniEFSs. He procte- 
ded to make very unfair extracts, and after- 
' wards to be-note them in the fouleſt manner, 
The molt vile blaſphemies were forg'd , and pu- 
' blish'd as part of a Vork, which in reality con- 
aimed nothing but fair ridicule on ſome doctrines 
I couꝰd not believe, mock panegyrick flowing from 
mere envy , which ficken'd at the ſuperior parts 


und abilities, a as well; as wondrous d reds of a LIAR . 
* *. . 3 
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30 
teu d not love, a few paxtraitsdrawn from warm 


life, with the too high colouring of a youthful 
fancy, and two or three deſcriptions, perhaps too | 


luſcious, which tho vATURR and Woman mig 


pardon, a Hinged _ 4 een cou d not fail 
to condemn, * 
I have now , 8 gone chroall hg” 
objections , which have berry made to my con- 
duct in a public capacity. My enemies finding * 
that I was invulnerable, where they poin-⸗ 
ted their moſt envenom'd darts, after wards 
attempted to aſſaſſinate my private character, 
and propagated an infinite variety of ground- 
leſs calumnies againſt me. I have generally trea- 
ted theſe with the contempt they deſer Vd, from 
the certainty that all who knew: me, vo 
know that I was incapable of the things laid to 
my charge. A few falſehoods advanc'd with” 
more boldneſs than the reſt, I was at the pains 
to refute. The Mincheſter 1 in particular, 
becauſe it reſpected Lord Bute's own ſon, and 
had been usher d to the public with. the greay -- 
reſt parade , as well as with all the impudence - 
of malice, and rage of party, I diſproy'd fo. 
fully that I am ſurd not the leaſt Shadow of a 
doubr remain d i in any man's mind as to my 
entire innocence of that moſt illiberal charge. 7 
I haye livd ſo long among you , Gentlemen, | 
that I will reſt every thing. reſpecting me as 
a private man to the teſtimony 3 which the 


experience of fo many years authorizes you to 


(14) 
che; well knowing that true caridour always* 
weighs i in the ſame balance' faulrs and virtues. 


The thades in private life are darken'd by an 
enemy , bur ſcarcely ſeen by a friend. Beſides 
it is not given to every man to be as pious as Lord 
Saudwich, or as chaſie,in and out of the marriage | 
bed, in all thought, word , and deed, as the Bis- 
hop of Glouceſter. | 
A few other particulars, Gentlemen , deſerve 
tojbe mention'd , that you may have 5 you 
the whole. of my conduct in theſe intereſting af. 
fairs. Immediately aſter the late flagrant breach 
ofthe laws, I thought it my duty to the communi. 
to commence actions againſt all the perſons 
8 I deſpis'd the meanneſs of artacking only 
agents and deputies. I endeavour'd to bring to the 
juriſdiction of the law,the principals, the firſt and 
great offenders , the two ſecretaries of ſtate. I 
blush for my country, When I add that tho 
I have employ'd the ableſt gentlemen of the pro- 
feſſion, they have hitherto found it impoſſible 
even to force an appearance, Lord Fg Zremont died, 
braving the juſtice of his country. Lord Halifax 
lives, perhaps to triumph over it, and to give the 
example to future ſecretaries of committing the 
groſſeſt violation of the rights of the Commons 
With impunity. The judicial proceeding at my ſuir 
commenc d inthe begin ning of may twelyemonth, 
and now at the end of october in the preſent year, 


his Lordsbip has not enter d any appearance, 
ſeeking” 


— 


has) 


| Scking shelter all the vin ter under n » 


all the ſummer under the chicane of law, The 


little offenders indeed have not eſcap'd. Several | 


honeſt juries have mark'd them with i ignominy , 
and their guilt has been follow'd with legal pu- 
nishment. But what is of infinitely greater im- 
portance to the nation, we have heard from the 
Bench, that GENERAL n ARE ABSOLU= 
XELY ILLEGAL. Such a declaration is now become 


in the higheſt degree intereſting to the ſub- 


ject, becauſe the Majority in this courrly Houſe 
of Commons refus'd, the very laſt winter, to 
come to any 880 favour of the rights of 
their fellow ſubjects. We owe it likewiſe to the 


moſt upright , independent , and inttepid Chief 


Juſtice of the Court of Common Pleas, that in the 
action againſt the under Secretary of ſtate, Mr 
Wood, Tas SEIZURE OF PAPERS except in caſes 
of High Treaſon, has been declard ESA. 
When Treflect on theſe two moſt important 
determinations in favour of liberty, „the beſt 
cauſe, and the nobleſt ſtake , for which men can 


cantend, I congratulate my lee bort country- 


men, and am full of gratitude that heaven inſpir'd 
me With a firmneſs and fortitude equal to the 


conduct of ſo arduous a buſineſs. Under all the 


wanton cruelties of uſurp' d and abus'd power, the 


goodneſs of the cauſe ſupported me, and I never 


loſt ſight of the great object, which Thad from 


the frft inmy view , the preſet vation of the rights 


and privileges of e\ chery Englithman. 1 * in the 


12 : S . ö | | 0 wa 
re name, and will never forget 4s Lee 


country, I shall never ceaſe to love and reve- 
kence it's conſtitution, while it remains free. It 


. Vill continue my firſt ambition to approve my 
fs _ Felfafaithfull ſon of England, and I sbill-always 
115 be ready to give my life a willing ſacrifice to 


my native country, and to what it holds moſt 
dear, the ſecurity of our invaluable liberties. 


_ the preſent age has borne the nobleſt teſtimony | 
o me, and that my name will paſs with honour 
to poſterity, for the upright and diſi ntereſted par 
1 have acted, and for my unwearied endeavouts 

20 prorett and Jeture the perſons , houſes , and 
papers , of my fellow - Jubjedts Tow en 
e and 9 
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from it. Tho Iam driven into exile from my deaf | 


S While 1 live, I ball enjoy -the ſatisfaction of 
| ' thinking that 1 have not liv'd in vain, thar 


5 v) 
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